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' In a wideranging commenta~
ry on American history, famed
,Amherst College historian Hen-
Iy Steele Commager, criticized
{‘a current readiness to use gov-
‘ernment” {o promote America.
1 Speaking on the “Uses of the
'Past,” Commager said the work
of promoling America, now
being done by the United States
Information.and the Central In-
telligence Agencies, was once a
natoral process.

He said the process came
about | .because of -Sompon
habits acquired-through educa-| "
tion and “American literature.
These, he added, permitted the
founding fathers to have more
confidence in the people and se
be wiser than today’s govern-
‘ment leaders.

Commager, speakmg at
ILeicester Junior College’s
{Founders” Day program, also
inoted that the founding fathers
|I““did not think it their business
[to inculcate a feeling of ;patri-
{{otism or national prldg‘m the
people.” e
A Created Na‘hon" .
Commager also spoke about
|lother aspects of'the ~nation's
{Ipast which make it dxfferent

Fo ANy

the people, Commager sald,
were  the - American, Indians.[:
“They had all of the advaniages|
of a common enemy with nonef’
of the dxsadvantages — there
was the built-in guarantee that|'
you'd always win,” hé ¢laimed.

Just, ag’ the mnation was
uniquely created, Commager
said, it‘Was unique that the co-:
IomaI revolutionaries:were able;,
to survive' the..revolution. and’.
reach the “state of ultimate Te¢,
spectability.”

e e miCESTEr Room

“THe' program’ ‘was: sponsored
by the Leicester Room, Com-
mittee. The committee Is gath-
ering historical items for a
Leicester, Room, ‘that -will be
part of a planned academic cen—
ter at the school.

A drive fo raise.funds for the
building, which will cost about-
$773,000, began last week. The
town is co-operating with the
school in the ‘“Room” project.
Besidés Commager, Arthur F. ;
Schrader, music associate and.
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“{ballad; singer at Old Sturbridge;:

songs beginning with the revolu-|

Village, rendered American);
t,wnary period. "

ey

from most others.
i. He said America was a

heroes aplenty.”
A common enemy, binding

created nation, rather than one;
which grew. He added that “our}
history has been remarkably|
free of villains, but has had|
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